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Laws of Kaddish, Chazoras HaSha

Great care must be taken with regard to responding to Kaddish. (One who
hears Kaddish but does not respond is under a ban of ostracism for 40 days.)
[Indeed,] one should run to hear Kaddish, because the holiness of the Kaddish
surpasses that of every Kedushah [in the prayer service]. It is more of a mitzvah
to respond to Kaddish than to respond to Kedushah.

(Shulchan Aruch Alter Rebbe, Orach Chayim 56:1)

People who converse while the Sheliach Tzibbur is reciting Kaddish should
therefore be rebuked, even if without them there is a minyan of congregants
who are listening attentively to the Sheliach Tzibbur.

(Shulchan Aruch Alter Rebbe, Orach Chayim 56:4)

[The prophet] Eliyahu of blessed memory was once encountered together
with 4000 laden camels. People asked him, “with what are these laden?” He
replied, “With fury and wrath.” “Why?” “To wreak fury and wrath upon those
who converse... between Amen, yehei shmei rabba and yisbareich. To anyone
who speaks at these times is applied the verse, ‘It is not Me that you called...”.

(Shulchan Aruch Alter Rebbe, Orach Chayim 56:7)

There is a story about a chassid (pious person) that saw in his dream another
chassid with a jaundiced face. He asked him, “Why is your face jaundiced?”
He answered him, “Because | used to speak... at the time when the Sheliach
Tzibbur said. . Yisgadal until Amen, yehei shmei rabba. | did not pay attention
to hear from him with proper intent.” Therefore one must be careful.

(Shulchan Aruch Alter Rebbe, Orach Chayim 268:17)

Even .. during one’s Shemoneh Esreh .. one should be silent and pay attention
to what the Sheliach Tzibbur says . . and when the Sheliach Tzibbur reaches [the
words] "yisboreich v'yishtabach” in kaddish, he may return to his davening.

(Shulchan Aruch Alter Rebbe, Orach Chayim 104:5)

One should not converse while the Sheliach Tzibbur repeats Shemoneh Esreh,
and whoever does so — even if there are nine others present — commits a sin
and his transgression is very great. For whoever converses in the Synagogue
at the time when the congregation is occupied with recounting the praises of
the Almighty, gives the impression that he has no part in the God of Israel.
(Shulchan Aruch Alter Rebbe, Orach Chayim 124:10)

Once the reader begins reading the Sefer-Torah, it is forbidden to converse
even in learning, even between one aliyah and the next, and even if he [the
listener himself- already] completed the parsha [that is currently being read].

It is forbidden to converse when the Maftir reads the Navi (the Haftorah) until
he concludes, just as [when the reader reads] in the Sefer-Torah.
(Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 146:2,3)
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