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PREPARING FOR PESACH

FAR-REACHING WORK

Chometz symbolizes kelipa. That is why we keep
our distance from even the tiniest amount of
chometz, just as a person takes every possible
precaution to protect himself from robbers who
wish to take his life.

While getting rid of all the chometz, we should have
in mind our desire that just as we are scrubbing
and scouring away even the minutest amount of
chometz, HaShem should destroy every last bit of
the yetzer hara from the world. We are certain that
HaShem, Who sees all the work the Yidden invest in
cleaning for Pesach, will do away with the kelipa and
the golus we are in.

All the work we do for Pesach must be carried out
with love and joy, with no room for anger and
arguments. And the money with which we buy the
Yom-Tov necessities should be honestly earned.
Otherwise, one would be feeding the kelipa with
kedusha.

(0"D PID WM 2P DD)

The Rebbe Rashab writes in a maamar: The main
focus of Pesach is each individual’s personal exodus
from bondage to freedom. The preparation for this
is biur chometz - investing every effort in checking all
holes or cracks, and taking every precaution when
baking matza. All this is done out of vigilant concern
for one’s neshama, so that even the minutest amount
of chometz should not be seen or found, and so that
the matza will be properly prepared.

(nNo'y 7"nyxR n"no)

One year, before bedikas chometz, the Frierdiker
Rebbe said, “One must check for chometz in ruchniyus,
too, although the physical checking is much easier.”

He added, “In the year n"pn (1765) the Alter Rebbe
came home from Mezritch before Pesach. On the
day of bedikas chometz he did not eat, as he was
completely occupied with his preparations for the
checking, making sure to implement all the kavanos
he had learned in Mezritch. That year, bedikas
chometz took him the entire night, and he only
owned one room!”

(265'y ¥"NIN NIN°WN 190)

TOILING FOR A MITZVA

After saying the Yehi ratzon following tekias shofar,
Reb Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev once cried out to
HaShem, “Sweet and compassionate Father! If the
malochim that were created from my p™wp (the
n»'pn, 01w, ay1n, and nppn) are weak, then let
them be replaced by the holy and healthy malochim
created by the hard work of Yidden before Pesach
- by their 1¥xp, waxw, wr», and 1wp - their
scratching, scraping, scrubbing and kashering.”

(260’y 1277 °01PY)

CONSIDER

Is the elimination of chomet=
primarily a physical activity, or
aspiritual one?

How can the physical exertion
for a mitzvah change the

person spiritually?

In the home of Reb Osher of Stolin, so much effort
was expended on properly cleaning out the chometz
from the cracks in the tabletops that the chassidim
suggested to their Rebbe that it would be easier to
get new tables.

The tzaddik responded, “If I buy new tables, with
what will Reb Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev defend
the Yidden?”

(19'p 1R 127)

The effort and energy one expends while preparing
for Pesach can destroy evil malochim and provide
a person with tikkun. One should therefore make
that effort, and HaShem, in His great mercy, will
accept the good intentions of the Yidden and bring
the geula. This is part of the purification one must
undertake before Yom-Tov in order to be able to
receive its kedusha.

('Y P 7w 2P 19D)

At the beginning of each year, the Frierdiker Rebbe,
then the menahel of Tomchei Temimim, would present
a list - with comments - of all the new talmidim to his
father, the Rebbe Rashab. One year, upon receiving
the list, the Rebbe took note of the name of a bochur
about whom it was written that although he was
learned, a veritable lamdan, he had coarse middos and
his features lacked a certain refinement. After some
thought, the Rebbe agreed to accept him, and added
that he would have to be worked on.

As soon as the list was approved, the Frierdiker
Rebbe set up a particularly demanding seder for this
bochur. Soon after Rosh Chodesh Adar he received a
letter from the Rebbe Rashab, who was then abroad,
instructing him to entrust this bochur with all the hard
work needed for preparing the shemura matza, and
asking for a report as to how he performed his tasks.

For two weeks, the talmid was kept busy with the
physically taxing work of sorting the wheat, setting
up the hand-mill, and grinding the wheat into
flour. When the time came for baking, he was again
assigned the heaviest work. On erev Pesach, he was
awake most of the night, having been entrusted
with doing bedikas chometz in the shul and the
yeshiva building. The next morning he was up early
to kasher the oven for the last batch of matzos.

When the preparations for Pesach were finally
completed, and the hardworking bochurim went to
toivel in the mikve and dress for Yom-Tov, the Frierdiker
Rebbe instructed this bochur to learn a certain maamar
of the Alter Rebbe. The bochur was to come to the
Frierdiker Rebbe the next morning at seven o’clock, to
review the maamar. On Pesach night he stillhad no rest,
for he had to help serve the talmidim who conducted
their Seder together in the large beis medrash.

Nevertheless, the following morning he came to
the Frierdiker Rebbe, having mastered the maamar
thoroughly. It was now perfectly clear just how
much the study of Chassidus mattered to him. The
Frierdiker Rebbe reported all that had happened to
the Rebbe Rashab, and on Acharon shel Pesach, when
the Rebbe Rashab joined the bochurim at their seuda,
he commented to his son, “Just look how powerful
is the sweat of a mitzval Look how he has acquired
different features; instead of coarseness (grobkeit),
he now has the face of a mensch.”

(244 'y R'N N7 O0IPY)
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MATZA BEFORE PESACH
Can I feed my children matza on erev Pesach?

After the fourth hour on erev Pesach, chametz is
forbidden. At the same time, the Yerushalmi teaches us
that it is forbidden to eat matza anytime on erev Pesach
(from dawn), and one who does is like a man who takes
his fiancée before their marriage. (An added custom is to
refrain from eating matza for thirty days before Pesach.)!

This prohibition applies specifically to matza with which
one can fulfill the mitzva, and not to “flavored” matza
(i.e., matza ashira) with an altered taste (e.g., egg matza).
Though such matza is generally avoided out of chometz
concerns, it may be eaten on the morning of erev Pesach.

Various reasons are provided for this prohibition: (1)
To distinguish the matza eaten in the evening;? (2) just
as the korban Pesach isn’t eaten until the night;® (3) as
hinted in the words ba’erev tochlu matzos — specifically in
the evening;' (4) to ensure one will eat it with appetite
(I'teiavon).’ Based on the last reason, some also minimize
eating matza on the first day to preserve their appetite
for the second seder, (regarding the ingredients of maror
and charoses - see issue 455).°

While it is forbidden to feed a child of any age forbidden
foods (lo saachilum), eating permissible foods at a
forbidden time is allowed (as children are allowed to eat
before kiddush.”). Thus, very young children can be fed
matza on erev Pesach.?

However, children who can understand what they are
being told at the Seder may not be fed matza earlier. The
possuk says, “You shall tell your children on that day, ‘It
is for the sake of this...,” and Chazal interpret the word
“this” as referring to the matzah and maror before the
person. If the child had already ate matza during the
day, it wouldn’t be as special anymore, and it would
compromise the parent’s obligation to impress his child
with the haggada.®
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R. MORDECHAI LIEPLER

R. Mordechai Liepler was one of the
early chassidim of the Alter Rebbe.
Originally from the town of Liepli, he
was a wealthy man who held Russian
government contracts and lived primarily
in S. Petersburg. When the Alter Rebbe
was imprisoned, he played an important
role in securing his release, and it was to
R. Mordechai’s home that the Alter Rebbe
asked to be taken upon his release.

Chassidim would say that R. Mordechai
was able to withstand the temptation to sin
thanks to his pride. When his Yetzer HaRa
would try to incite him to do something
wrong, he would stand up tall and shout,
“1?! - the chossid of the Alter Rebbe, the
wealthy lamdan and maskil (who learns
Chassidus in depth), should do an aveira?!

That is not befitting for me!”

(58'y ”"n n"n)

Once, R. Mordechai made a successful
business deal which earned him a huge sum
of money. On his way home, R. Mordechai
stopped in Liozna for Shabbos, where the
Alter Rebbe invited him for the day seuda.
During the meal, the Alter Rebbe said,
"Well, if we'll say the truth as it is, without
humility, I am merely a beinoni."

R. Mordechai, who was close to the Rebbe
and felt especially comfortable now that
he was wealthy, said to the Rebbe, "Now, I
don't consider myself a rasha, but if you're
a beinoni, what am I1?" The Alter Rebbe told
him, "Beinoni is an entire 'world'..." (in
which there are many levels).

(220'y n"11n 271 N72)

"D 1137 IWNW "1 N1 87 M0 0 nnwi 1317

A Momenz with T]le B eb b@

ElE

SHIRA V'ZIMRAH

Leil Shmini Atzeres 5738, the Rebbe suffers
a heart attack. 770 quickly empties out, the
Rebbe concludes hakafos, and goes to his
holy room.

Dr. Moshe Feldman, who was then in the
Rebbe’s room, relates:

At one point, the Rebbe asked me how
things were going. I understood that the
question wasn’t about his own physical
status; he probably knew more about his
cardiac condition than Idid. I told him how
there were still people singing and dancing
in the streets.

The Rebbe looked at me, smiled, and
nodded.

Chof Zayin Adar 5752, the Rebbe suffers a
stroke at the Ohel.

“As with any stroke, it took several hours
for the signs and symptoms to become
manifest in the Rebbe’s speech,” recalls
Dr. Feldman. “When the Rebbe was first
brought back to 770, accompanied by the
mazkirus, I walked over. The Rebbe looked
up at me and said, quite clearly, “Shira
vzimrah.”

At first, I thought I hadn’t heard correctly,
and some people present offered other
ideas for what the Rebbe meant. But the
Rebbe shook his head, repeated the phrase,
and kept looking at me while he said it.

Then 1 was reminded of how the Rebbe
had smiled, when T reported about those
chassidim dancing in the streets, fifteen
years earlier.
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In merit of this publication's founder nin 12 17AR "1 * May the zechus of the thousands of readers bring him a total and immediate recovery



